
  

 
 
 
 
The Lumberland Planning Board held a meeting on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 7:30pm, in the Town Hall 
in Glen Spey, NY. Chairwoman Edzenga opened the meeting at 7:30pm followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call: Chair Suzanne Edzenga 
    Vice Chair Douglas Dobrzynski 
    Van Krzywicki 
                 Mike Marcasciano 
                 Robert King 
                 Chad Martell 
     Ed Gavalla was absent 
Also present were; Attorney for the Board, Jacy Ricciani, Richard Baum, Councilwoman Gingold, Lucas 
Kerr, David Kerr, Supervisor Mellan, Sue Clark, Paul Clark, Frank Valdina, Frank Valdina Sr., Planning 
Clerk Patricia Potter, Laurie Terry 
 
Chairwoman Edzenga introduced and welcomed the new Planning Board Clerk, Patricia Potter and new 
Board liaison Councilwoman Gingold.  
 
A motion was made Douglas Dobrzynski by to accept the January 5, 2021 meeting minutes as presented, 
seconded by Mike Marcasciano, all in favor, so carried. 
 
A motion was made by Douglas Dobrzynski to recess the Regular meeting and open the Public Hearing 
in the matter of Kerr; Modification of Special Use Permit for Agricultural Land use in the Hillside 
District 28.-1-8 and 26.-1-9, seconded by Michael Marcasciano, all in favor, so carried.  
 
Mr. Baum introduced Lucas Kerr to describe the project. This project began in 2020, the plan was for 12 
acres to be planted, a mix of 6 acres of hemp and 6 acres of mixed plantings. Due to a late start only 3 
acres of hemp plants were available. Only organic fertilizer and plants were used in order to retain their 
organic certification. 
The 109 -acre farm has been in operation by the Kerr family since 1846. They are trying to restore 
Chestnut trees to the area and have also planted Apple and fruit trees. Three hundred forsythia plants were 
planted along Haring Rd.  
They are seeking a three -year approval. They are in competition with other planters to buy plants and 
want to be able to purchase as soon as plants become available.  The new equipment they have purchased 
will harvest the crop with one pass thereby making less noise. The watering system is a low usage system. 
There has been no security issues. 
The public was invited to comment. Sue Clark who lives directly across from the Kerr farm spoke in 
favor of the project. One written comment was received from Frank and Margaret Pappalardo. Suzanne 
Edzenga, Chairman read the comment aloud. The Pappalardo’s were not in favor of the project. 
A motion was made by Michael Marcasciano to accept the correspondence, seconded by Robert King, all 
in favor, so carried.  
Jenny Mellan stated that the bottled water business that was run out of the property for years would have 
had more traffic than the farm would produce. 
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A motion was made by Mike Marcasciano to close the Public Hearing and resume the Regular meeting, 
seconded by Douglas Dobrzynski, all in favor, so carried. 
 
Continuing Business: 
Kerr modification of PB002-2020 Special Use Permit for Agricultural Land use in the Hillside District 
28.-1-8 and 26.-1-9. 
The Board discussed the project. The amount of acreage to be planted has changed. They will be mixing 
the plantings to keep deer away from the hemp. There are 5 fields being planted and will rotate plantings 
using GPS. Cornell Cooperative is still involved. There will be no signage near the entrance, a low profile 
is preferred. There is no retail aspect to the project. They are using an organic low impact fertilizer with a 
drip irrigation system. 
The Board reviewed the criteria for approving a Special Use Permit. The Board referred to the criteria 
used for the last project as nothing has changed. 
 
(i) location and size of the proposed development project; 

The parcel consists of 109.21 acres. The project will be located on 12 acres.  Only six (6) 
acres will be planted with industrial hemp.  The parcel has a long-standing history as a 
farm. 

(ii) the nature and intensity of the operations involved;  
The applicant seeks to plant industrial hemp on six (6) acres and (6) acres of a mix of 
organic clover and buckwheat. The growing season will be from May to September or 
October.  This use of the land will not be intensive until the harvesting takes place over a 
short period of time.  

(iii) the size of the site in relation to the size of the proposed development project;  
The project will consist of 12 acres, a relatively small percent of the 109 acre parcel. 

(iv) the location of the site with respect to the existing or future streets giving access to it with 
particular reference to automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, traffic flow and 
control, and access in case of fire or catastrophe;  

The parcel is accessed from Haring Road. The road can safely accommodate any traffic 
the project will generate. The project will not have any impact on automotive or 
pedestrian safety or traffic. The project will not impede any emergency vehicles in case 
of emergency.    

(v) whether the location, nature and height of buildings, walls, and fences will discourage the 
appropriate development and use of adjacent land and buildings and properties generally in the 
district or impair the value thereof;  

The proposed fencing is intended to keep deer and other animals away from the planted 
fields.  300 forsythia bushes have been planted in front of the fence along Haring Road to 
shield the project from public view.  

(vi) whether the operations in connection with the proposed development project will be more 
objectionable in nature to nearby properties and properties generally in the district by reason of 
noise, fumes, vibration, flashing lights, increased traffic or any other objectionable reasons, than 
would be the operations of any permitted use;  

The proposed project will see a minimum increase in traffic and that will only increase at 
the beginning and end of the growing season.  For the 2020 growing season, only one 
trailer was used to haul the harvested plants off-site. For 2021, there may be one or more 
additional trailers for the harvested crops. No complaints of an unpleasant odor from the 
plants were received. The applicant will plant the industrial hemp in alternating rows with 
organic clover and/or buckwheat to reduce any chance of odor.  The applicant uses only 
organic fertilizer. 

(vii) the impact on existing and planned capacity of infrastructure systems, including but not 
limited to roads, water, sewer, energy and drainage;  

The project will not have any impact on the existing infrastructure. Existing roads will 
not be affected, no additional energy will be used.  The fields will be irrigated with drip  
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irrigation from existing wells on the property. The drainage away from the property is 
sufficient for any additional water runoff and will not detrimentally impact the neighbors. 

(viii) whether environmentally sensitive features will be protected; and  
 There are no environmentally sensitive features on or near this property. 
(ix) whether any authorization hereunder shall create fiscal burdens upon the community at large. 

In 2020, there were no security issues at the project.  It is anticipated that the renewal of 
the special use permit will not create fiscal burdens on the community.   

 
After further discussion, on a motion by Van Krzywicki, duly seconded by Chad Martell, on a roll call 
vote, the special use permit for an agricultural use was renewed, extended and modified to plant industrial 
hemp on six acres of land, and organic clover and buckwheat on six acres of land, located at 198 Haring 
Road, also known as Town of Lumberland tax map section 26, block 1, lots 8 and 9, in the Hillside 
Zoning District, for three years, conditioned on periodic renewal, and subject to the following conditions: 

 
 
1.  Pursuant to section 250-69(E) of the Lumberland Town Code, the special use permit is granted for a 
three- year period of time.  The special use permit may be renewed following public notice and hearing. 
 
2.  The applicant shall maintain the forsythia bushes that are planted along Haring Road. 
 
3.  The applicant shall implement measures to mitigate the odor emanating from the hemp plants. 
 
4.  All fees shall be paid to the Town of Lumberland. 
 
Douglas Dobrzynski Aye   Michael Marcasciano Aye 
Robert King  Aye   Van Krzywicki  Aye 
Chad Martel  Aye   Suzanne Edzenga Aye 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Valdina (PB001-2021) Special Use Permit 6.-8-24, Mohican Lake District 
Mr. Frank Valdina introduced the project. He wishes to raise the roof on the back of his home. 
The height he plans to raise the roof requires a special use permit. He had received an area 
variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals last year for a deck. The project will not increase the 
footprint of the building. There will be no obstruction of view as there are no homes behind him. 
Mr. Valdina provided a GIS map view for the file.  
A motion was made by Michael Marcasciano to schedule a public hearing in the matter of 
Valdina, Special Use Permit for parcel 6.-8-24, Mohican Lake District, seconded by   
Chad Martell, all in favor, so carried. 
 The project is a type 2 under SEQRA, exempt from an EAF. 
 
A motion was made by Mike Marcasciano to adjourn at 8:28, seconded by Van Krzywicki, all in favor, 
so carried.    
 
Submitted by Laurie Terry 


